
Olson Building at 3rd Street & Commercial Avenue and Olson Family at 1112 5th Street Timeline 
 
1882 ς Alfred Olson arrives in the United States from his native district of Gilberg Wermland, Sweden 
according to his 1924 obit, arriving at the Pacific Coast by 1888. 
 
1889 ς Alfred Olson in Seattle at the time of the Great Seattle Fire of 1889, according to his 1924 obit. 
 

 
 
1892 ς Alfred Olson lived in La Conner from 1892 to 1894, according to his 1924 obit. 
 
1895 ς Alfred Olson moves to Anacortes, according to his 1924 obit. 
 

 
Anacortes waterfront c1890s from 4th Street to Guemes Channel 

 
1900 ς Anna Colby arrives in Anacortes from Vermland, Sweden and marries Alfred Olson at about this 
time, according to her 1960 obit. 
 
1900 ς Alfred Olson purchases south half of Olson Block site from D.L. Ruffin. (National Register 
Nomination Form) 
 
1902 - tƻƭƪΩǎ {ƪagit County Directory 1902 lists Alfred Olson as the proprietor of the Taylor Bar (located 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ IƻǘŜƭ ŀǘ άt !ǾŜ ϧ мst {ǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ {ƪŀƎƛǘ /ƭǳō ŀǘ t !ǾŜƴǳŜ όƴƻǿ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭύ ŀƴŘ оrd 
Street. 
 
 



1902, August 6 ς A fire destroys most of the wooden 1890s buildings fronting the west side of 
Commercial AvenueΩs 200 block, according to the Anacortes AmericanΩs August 7th newspaper. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
This is likely the north end of the half-sized, one-story Olson building constructed in 1902 

 
1903 ς ά5ŜƭƳƻƴƛŎƻ hȅǎǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ½ŀŎƪ .ŜƴƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ м ƛƴ !ƭŦǊŜŘ 
hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ōǊƛŎƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦέ ό!ƴŀŎƻǊǘŜǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴύΦ 
This was a one story structure in the southern section of the current Olson Building, which was 
expanded in 1907. 
 

 
Anacortes American advertisement, 1903 

 



1905 - tƻƭƪΩǎ {ƪŀƎƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ мфлр ƭƛǎǘǎ !ƭŦǊŜŘ hƭǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŀƭƻƻƴ ŀǘ 
ά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀl Av nw cor 3rdέ 
 
1906 ς South half of the north half of the Olson Block property was purchased by Olson from J. F. 
Liggett. Olson never acquired title to the north 25 feet of the building site. Demopoulos finally did in 
1976. (National Register Nomination Form) ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ άDǊŀōέ ²ƘƛƳǎŜǘǘΣ 
listed as a partner in the building in a news article in 1907. Whimsett was the proprietor of the State Bar 
ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ Tavern through mid-century. 
 
1907 - A photograph of the Alfred Olson residence on 5th Street was published in the Anacortes 
American.  
 
1907 - Alfred Olson had the Olson Building constructed in 1907 at the NW corner of 3rd Street and 
Commercƛŀƭ !ǾŜƴǳŜΥ ά²ƻǊƪƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Χ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ hƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
²ƘƛƳǎŜǘǘΦέ  - Anacortes American, June 27, 1907 
 

 
The State Bar conducted business at the north end of the expanded hƭǎƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ CΦ !Φ άDǊŀōέ 

²ƘƛƳǎŜǘǘΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ άDǊŀōǎ tƭŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ 
 
1910 ς Census shows the Olson family residing on 5th Street: Alfred, age 50; wife Anna Marie, age 37; 
daughter Alfil, age 9; son Alfred, age 7; son Harold, age 3; daughter Ellen, age 10 months. The adults are 
listed as born in Sweden and the children in Washington. 
 



 
 
1912 ς Coleman Queen operates the saloon at the corner of Commercial and 3rd ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƪΩǎ 
Directory. Alfred Olson is not listed as associated with a business in his personal listing, so perhaps was 
making a living as a landlord for the Olson Block. 
 
1912 - tƻƭƪΩǎ Skagit County Directory 1912 
lists Alfred and Anna Olson at 1112 5th 
Street. 
 
1916 - Washington State prohibits 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǉǳƻǊΥ άAny 
saloons that had weathered Local Option 
(liquor prohibition in 1909) closed as of 
midnight on December 31, 1915.  The only 
legal drinking from this point was via 
imported liquor that had been 
manufactured out of state -- the law 
allowed individuals with permits to import 
up to two quarts of hard liquor or 12 
quarts of beer every 20 days. Among those 
without permits (or those who lacked the 
means to prepay and ship alcohol), illegal 
drinking surged, largely via illegal sales at soft drink stands and restaurants.  Drug stores, where 
prescription liquor could be obtained, boomed.  A 1985 master's thesis comparing the effects of 
Prohibition on various West Coast cities states that 65 new drug stores opened in Seattle between 
January and March, 1916.έ   - http://www.historylink.org/File/9630  
 
1916 - On 1-6-1916, the ANACORTES AMERICAN reported, "The old Skagit Bar will blossom forth in a few 
days as a soft drink dispensary, card room, and fruit and candy store. Later on, pool and billiard tables 
will be added. The place will be known as The Skagit Home and will be run by Rufus Queen, former 

http://www.historylink.org/File/9630


proprietor of the State Bar, and Fred Johnson and Lafe Moore, formerly two popular white-coated boys 
of the Skagit Bar."  
 
1923 ς Alfred Olson is listed in the soft drink business at his former saloon location at the corner of 
Commercial and 3rd ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƪΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ !ƭŦǊŜŘ hƭǎƻƴΣ WǊΦ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŜǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
his father, and residing at the home address of 1112 5th Street, as well as his sister, Alfhild, who was 
employed as an operator at the Puget Sound Telephone Company. 
 
1924 ς Alfred Olson died on April 24, 1924. 
 

 
 


